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Organizers: 
MA Benedetta Foletti (benedetta.foletti@sglp.uzh.ch; University 

of Zurich/ Sapienza–Università di Roma), +41 76 267 11 08 
MA Lorenzo Ronchini (lorenzo.ronchini@uzh.ch; University of 

Zurich/ Università „G. d’Annunzio“ Chieti – Pescara), 
+39 388 808 9082 

MA Michèle Hegi (michele.hegi@sglp.uzh.ch;  
University of Zurich), +41 79 812 92 03 

 
 

If any uncertainties remain, do not hesitate to contact us! 

Workshop: 
Seminar für Griechische und Lateinische Philologie 
(SGLP), Rämistrasse 68, 8001 Zürich 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Public lecture: 
Universität Zürich, RAA-G-01, Rämistrasse 59,  
8001 Zürich 
 
 
 
Public transport stops nearest to the Department (SGLP): 
Kantonsschule: Tram 5 & 9 
Kunsthaus: Tram 3 & 5 & 9, Bus 31 
Public Transport Website: https://www.zvv.ch/zvv/de/home.html 
 
You can also reach the Department by foot from Zurich Main 
Station in 15 minutes. 
 

 
 
 
 

Doctoral Workshop 
University of Zurich  

June 22-23, 2022 
 
 
 
 

Ancient Doxography and its 
Transmission: Working on Aëtius’ 

Placita philosophorum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

under the direction of 
 

Prof. Jaap Mansfeld  
(Universiteit Utrecht)  

 
Prof. David T. Runia  

(University of Melbourne/ 
Australian Catholic University) 
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Doxographical texts are complex works: Being reference 
material, they have been cited, manipulated, and transmitted 
in various versions through the centuries, often resulting in a 
highly complex tradition. In this workshop we want to address 
such problems by dealing with Aëtius’ Placita philosophorum 
– one of the most important sources for ancient natural 
philosophy and belonging to the doxographical tradition – 
under the assistance of the two leading experts in this field, 
Prof. David Runia and Prof. Jaap Mansfeld, who have 
published in 2020 a new pathbreaking edition of the Placita. 
We are looking forward to interesting discussions in a relaxed 
atmosphere. 



 
Wednesday, June 22: 

 

8:30 – Registration & Coffee: Welcome Gipfeli 
 

9:00–10:30 Session 1: 
 Round of introductions 

“Genesis and Development of the 
Project” 

Prof. D. T. Runia 
“Basic Aspects of the Placita and its 
Method” 

Prof. J. Mansfeld 
 

10:30–11:00 – Coffee break1 
 

11:00–12:45 Session 2: 
 Book I: 
 Proœmium 
 “The Arabic Tradition of the Placita” 

 Emanuele Rovati 
1.3: On Principles, What They Are 
 Máté Herner 

 

12:45–14:00 – Lunch break (Mensa UZH) 
 

14:00–15:45 Session 3: 
 1.7: Who the Deity Is 

 Richard Schorlemmer 
“Aristotelian Method of Investigation 
in the Placita” 

Maria Fiorella Privitera 
1.21–22: On Time – On the 
Substance of Time 

 Richard Schorlemmer 
 

~16:00–17:00 Activity (optional) 
 For interested workshop participants:  

Visit to the library of the SGLP  
   Urs Müller 

 and old town of Zurich (Niederdörfli) 

 
1 Coffee breaks sponsored by:    
Projektgruppe: die Bibel und die Antike Welt 

 
 

Wednesday evening 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Thursday, June 23: 

 

 
 

9:00–10:30 Session 4: 
 “Plato as Doxographer: Dealing with 
pre-Aristotelian Rhetoric Theories” 

 Michèle Hegi 
Book IV: 

 4.12: “Stoic φαντασία and μανία in 
Aëtius’ Placita philosophorum” 
 Sofia Lombardi 
 

10:30–11:00 – Coffee break 
 

11:00–12:45 Session 5: 
 Book V: 

 5.7: How Males and Females Are 
Engendered 

 Lorenzo Ronchini  
 5.16: How Embryos Are Nourished 
 Benedetta Foletti 
 

12:45–14:00 – Lunch break (Mensa UZH) 
 

14:00–15:45 Session 6: 
 Concluding remarks & discussion 
 

Prof. D. T. Runia 
Prof. J. Mansfeld 
Organizers 

 
 
 
 

~16:00–17:00 Activity (optional) 
 For interested workshop participants:  
 Visit to the Archaeological Collection UZH 

  Martin Bürge 

Public lecture: 
 

18:15, RAA-G-01 
(Rämistrasse 59, 8001 Zürich) 

 
“The Reception of Plato in the 

Aëtian Placita” 
by 

David T. Runia 
(University of Melbourne/ 

Australian Catholic University) 

Workshop dinner: 
 

~20:30, Restaurant Culmann 
(Culmannstrasse 1, 8006 Zürich) 

“Pizza-Plausch” 
For all workshop participants 

Further support:  
Seminar für Griechische und Lateinische Philologie 
ZAZH – Zentrum Altertumswissenschaften Zürich 

Internet:  
via uzh-guest (with personal phone number) or eduroam 
 

Link to more workshop material: 
https://drive.switch.ch/index.php/s/pqFovyiJcvxXebe 
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