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Purity of Soul in Plato’s Laws. Literary and Religious
Contexts

In the Laws, Plato is discussing an ideal city called Magnesia, but the
constitution and the legislation he proposes are less idealistic than the
rules of life in Callipolis of the Republic. Many of Plato’s ideas are based
on realities of Greek city states: there are family units, private property,
and governing bodies and officials resembling those in real life. Our talk
zeroes in on the central religious tenet from the Great Preamble (esp.
section 4.715e7-717a) and situates it in its religious and literary context:
“For the wicked man is impure in his soul, while his opposite is pure, and it
is never correct for either a good man or a god to receive gifts from
someone who is polluted. The great effort spent by the impious on the
gods is therefore spent in vain — though such effort is most opportune for
all the pious.”
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